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Poem analysis 
The authors of both “Mother to Son” and “If We Must Die” us the poem to express and send a message to the readers about the society and advice on the ways of living in the society. The authors develop various themes and symbolism which help in expressing the nature of the society in which the persona in each poem lives. The poems both express various challenges or difficulties faced by African Americans in the poem setting and offer advice to the audience of some of the actions to take in these situations. The major themes in both of the poems include racial discrimination, oppression as well as hope in lives which are some of the major challenges faced by African Americans. Their message and themes show two different societies dominated by the same traits such as discrimination, inequality, or hopelessness in some groups.

Themes 
Racism is one of the major themes in the poem "Mother to Son." The speaker in the poem is a black woman living in a racist society. In the first line, the author metaphorically mentions a “Crystal stair” which symbolizes the privilege and power enjoyed by the white people. The speaker offers advice to the son on the ways of encountering struggles as a black person as the path is not always clear for black Americans. In the 16th line, she suggests that it is harder for an African American to end up succeeding in a much racist society. The crystal staircase expresses a smooth way enjoyed by the white people which she, as a black woman, has not had the privilege to enjoy. 
Oppression is a major them expressed in the “If We Must Die” Poem. The speaker in the poem offers advice to a group of fellow oppressed people on the ways they can resist the oppressive leadership to protect their dignity. According to the speaker of the poem, means which help the oppressed resist their oppressors including violence, resistance, or suicide can be a major way of protecting their freedom or dignity if they have to die. The author suggests that it’s better to die a noble death with dignity rather than shading blood in vain. The people oppressing the group addressed in the poem are described as monsters and hungry dogs. 
Hope is a major theme expressed in both poems. In "Mother to Son" the speaker talks about a path that has had no "light" in line 13. The lack of light in this case symbolizes the speaker’s lack of hope she has encountered throughout her life in a racist society. She suggests that a black American must work hard as their path may differ from the white Americans who enjoy various privileges and power. Hope is also evident in “If We Must Die.” Although the speaker and the group they address may be oppressed, the speaker advises that there is hope to protect their dignity regardless of whether they die. Through the hope of protecting freedom and dignity, the speaker advises on the need for efforts such as resistance and violence in protecting personal freedom. 
Similarities
One of the major similarities in the poems is the lack of equality in both societies. In "Mother to Son" the speaker dwells in a society that is racist without equal opportunities. The speaker suggests that to succeed, the blacks need to put in extra efforts as opposed to the white people whose way is a crystal stair. The speaker in “If We Must Die” describes a society with the oppressed and oppressors. This shows a society with a group of people with more power than the others who oppress minorities. Discrimination is also a similarity in both poems.  The society in “Mother to Son” is described as racist who shows discrimination in terms of color. In “If We Must Die” the speaker shows a group of minorities who are treated poorly by the majority which is a form of discrimination. Both poems also offer advice on ways of getting positive results regardless of the hard situations one is in. 
The two poems express various themes including discrimination, hope, and oppression. The poems are all offering advice to the subjects on the ways of dealing with these uncertainties which seem like an inevitable part of society. 
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